A celebration of community

Brainerd High to launch community-wide homecoming celebration

By MIKE BIALKA
Sports Editor

High school homecoming traditionally consists of student activities like coronation of a king and queen, a parade, football game and dance.

Next fall, Brainerd High School aims to engage the entire community in various activities while retaining traditional student functions as it launches "2007 Homecoming, Our Community Celebration."

The week-long celebration will kick off Oct. 1. Scheduled activities include a Brainerd Area Youth Ministries program, memorabilia display, chili feed, pepfest, decade gatherings, tailgate party and concert by BHS graduate Peggy Kriha-Dye.

Brainerd Superintendent Jerry Walseth believes there are three reasons to implement a homecoming celebration that involves not only students.

"On the student side, I don't want to see homecoming in our high school be a memory that fades away," he said. "It's an activity that exists. Whether it improves, or at some point diminishes, I want our kids to have that kind of experience in the future.

"Second, we as adults have an opportunity to model some of the fun things and memories of our youth, and demonstrate that in a way that allows current students, and those in future years, to be able to share some of those memories that many of us carry around.


"Third, it's a great chance for us to celebrate as a community. Whether you graduated from BHS or not, each of us has a homecoming somewhere. This is recognizing that point. This is now our home. We hope this is not only for those who live here but for all of those who might choose to return. It's important to celebrate things that are important to us."

Brainerd Community Education Director Todd Lyscio, who is heading the project, said the expanded celebration is not meant to replace current homecoming festivities.

"This is an umbrella over the top of the existing homecoming," he said.

The district plans to involve students in elementary schools, Forestview Middle School and BHS South Campus as well as past classes. It plans to reach out to businesses and service organizations to participate and help fund the event. Donations and button sales will help cover expenses.

Lyscio said many service clubs are already on board. Education, Agriculture and Technology will sponsor the chili feed. The Brainerd Sports Boosters Club will sponsor a tailgate party before the game, which will be played Saturday afternoon instead of Friday night. Peggy Kriha, who will donate her talent, will be sponsored by the Crossing Arts Alliance.

"It's exciting to see the energy that people have put into this," Lyscio said. "We have 25 people-plus on our committee, representing the chamber (of commerce), education, the business community, service organizations, Central Lakes College, the ministerial association. I don't know which facet of the community we haven't touched yet, but there are some.

"As time goes on everyone will get an opportunity to be involved with this. It's definitely a community wide celebration, an opportunity for the whole community to get involved as participants, not just as observers.

"We're thrilled with the partnerships we have, like with Central Lakes College. I think it's a neat opportunity to tie (BHS and CLC) together."

The school district is seeking community members willing to share artifacts for the memorabilia display at Washington Educational Services Building. Anyone interested in representing a decade should call Mary Gottsch at the Brainerd Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce or Kathy Johnson at Forestview. The district will also try to locate and recognize its oldest alumni.

Details will be posted at www.isd181.org. Questions may be directed to Todd Lyscio (454-6904.)

Mike Bialka may be reached at mike.bialka@brainerddispatch.com or at 855-5861.

